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Club furious at
'farcical' decisior' - l
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A THRTVING youth football club has seen it's plans would damage rare grasses and flowers and a tree I
to expand scuppered by councillors, who ruled aroundthesite. I
"rare; flowers-and grasies more important than Concernshavealsobeenraisedaboutthe"urban' I
three new pitches. - ising effect" on the scheme, an increase in traffic I

Chorleywood Youth Football Club, based in the and a rise in noise levels I
idyllic giounds of the Chorleywood House Estate, Council Leader Ann Shaw said she_sympathised I
says th6 pitches are necessary to accommodate its with the club's predicament but argued the country_- |
growing flock of talented youngsters. side had to be preserved.But she promised tol'do 4t I- Thre6 Rivers District C6uncil, however, claim the she coulcl" to find an alternative location for the I
plans pose a threat to the "biodiversity" of the area pitqheg.
and threw the plans out at a meeting on Thursday Furious parents and club officials, however, I
night - despite vocal protests from the more than 100 accused members of betraying lheir commitment to I
pliyers who thronged tfie council's offices. youth sports. Wltqn it eventuall-y came, their deci I- ihe youngsters, many+lad in the club's distinc- sion wa5 greeted by loud jeers, heckles, and angry I
tive strip, listened intently as their Chairman, questions.
Clifton Melvin, urged cotincillors to back the plans. Speaking after the meeting, a furious Mr Melvin I

Mr Melvin, who has been involved in the club for saicl the club would appeal the decision. I
more than 12 years, accused the committee of fail- He addecl: "This whole process has been a farce. I
ing his young inembers. The council has acted q-uite disgracefull-y I

IIe said: "fhe message that we are sending out to "AlI this talk about finding us somewhere else to I
these kids is 'go and play on your PlayStations; go play in nonsense' I
and hang around on lhe stredts; go and get fat.' Is "If there was somewhere else don't you think we I
that really the message that we should be giving would have found it by now?" I
them? We need this facility All we are asking for is fL Is the council right or should the I
six acres of a 1?0 acre site." l^f club be allowed to exlland? Tell us d
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Chorleywood Youth Football Club has been refused permission to expand.
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